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and have often chosen the less profitable ? Because I
believe that of many dangerous courses I ought to take the
least dangerous, do I make ' the fundamental assumption *
that courses can be arranged according to a scale of
dangerousness; and must I abandon my belief if I "cannot
so arrange them ? If I am not by consistency bound to do
this, then I am no more by consistency bound to give up
the principle that the greatest surplus of pleasures over
pains should be the end of action, because the ' commen-
surability of pleasures and pains5 cannot be asserted/'

At the close of his chapters on empirical hedonism,
Mr. Sidgwick himself says he does "not think that the
common experience of mankind, impartially examined, really
sustains the view that Egoistic Hedonism is necessarily
suicidal/' adding, however, that the "uncertainty of hedon-
istic calculation cannot be denied to have great weight."
But here the fundamental assumption of hedonism, that
happiness is the end of action, is still supposed to involve
the assumption that "feelings can be arranged in a certain
scale of desirability/' This we have seen it does not: its
fundamental assumption is in no degree invalidated by proof
that such arrangement of them is impracticable.

To Mr. Sidgwick's argument there is the further objection,
no less serious, that to whatever degree it tells against
egoistic hedonism, it tells in a greater degree against
universalistic hedonism, or utilitarianism. He admits that
it tells as much; saying f e whatever weight is to be attached
to the objections brought against this assumption [the com-
mensurability of pleasures and pains] must of course tell
against the present method.1" KTot only does it tell, but it
tells in a double way* I do not mean merely that, as he
points out, the assumption becomes greatly complicated if
we take all sentient beings into account, and if we include
posterity along with existing individuals. I mean that,
taking as the end to be achieved the greatest happiness of
the existing individuals forming a single community, the set